
 
COPYRIGHT PERMISSION FOR ELECTRONIC RESERVES 

 
Following section 107 of the Copyright Act of 1976, fair use guidelines allow materials 
to be made available for one semester without copyright permission.  Materials used 
again for subsequent offerings of a course or for different courses taught by the same 
instructor are expected to have copyright release from the copyright holder.  Memorial 
Library requests copyright and pays the royalties (please see electronic reserve copyright 
fee limits below) required for copyright permission when materials on electronic reserve 
are used again.  When requesting subsequent uses of materials, professors who 
intend to use electronic reserves (not books, pamphlets or other monographic 
publications) MUST PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION ON THE 
RESERVE REQUEST FORM FOR MATERIAL BEING PLACED ON 
ELECTRONIC RESERVE: 
 
Title of the publication 
Publisher of the publication 
Author/Editor of the article or book 
Chapter/Article of the publication 
Publication year 
Page numbers (from and to) 
 
This information is required well in advance of the date in which the reserve is needed by 
students to give the reserve department time to obtain permission. Electronic reserves 
requiring copyright permission WILL NOT be placed on reserve until copyright 
permission has been granted.  If the electronic reserve will be used by the professor for 
only one class, one semester only, this information will not be required.  If material 
needed to be placed on electronic reserve is contained in a book the library owns, the 
book will be placed on hard copy reserve instead.   
 

ELECTRONIC RESERVE COPYRIGHT FEE LIMITS 
 

Since the inception of electronic reserves at MSU in fall semester of 2001, Library 
Services has covered fees charged by the copyright holder for the use of protected 
material placed on electronic reserve.  The current copyright fee limits are as follows: 

• A limit of $50 per single article per semester. 
• A limit of $200 per course per semester. 

 
A great website to visit to learn more about copyright and fair use is: 
http://www.copyrightoncampus.com 
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