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A member of the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities 

System. MSU is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity 

University. This document is available in alternate formats to 

individuals with  disabilities by calling the Memorial Library 

at 507 -389-1029, 800-627-3529 or 711 (MRS/TTY) 

  
Background 

The Wilson Campus School opened in 

1959 and served as the laboratory 

school of Mankato State College 

(MSC.)  The school was designed as a 

K-12, Mankato District 77 public school 

that offered MSC Education students 

opportunities for observation and  

student teaching.  Wilson Campus 

School gained national attention in 

1968 when it became an open -format 

school that practiced early forms of 

authentic assessment, participative 

decision making, cooperative  

learning, non -graded student  

grouping, multicultural education, 

and personalized curricula.  The  

Wilson Campus School,  closed in 

1977, was once described as the most 

innovative school in America.   

  

 Tell Your Wilson Campus School Story 

The University Archives is conducting 

an oral history project to document 

the Wilson Campus School  

Experience.  
 

We are looking for former students, 

faculty, staff and others with a  

connection to the school to  

participate in this project.   
 

The MSU Archives staff will strive to  

interview individuals from 1959 -1977.  

  
 How Can You Participate? 

Be interviewed.  If you are a Wilson Campus  

School alumni, faculty or employee or have  

some other connection to the school, you  

are eligible to participate.  

 

Please fill out the attached card and return  

it to the MSU Archives, PO Box 8419,  

Mankato MN 56002 -8419. 

 

If you are interested in donating more than  

your story, please contact Daardi Sizemore  

in the University Archives.  

 

All interviews will be added to the University  

Archives and made available to researchers  

in an effort to document the Universityõs  

history. 

  

  

  

 

Wilson Campus School Oral  

History Project website  
 

http://lib.mnsu.edu/archives/oralh/wilson.html 

 
Project Overview 

University Archives will conduct 10 -30  

interviews during the 2008 -2009 aca-

demic year with a possible two year ex-

tension  

pending funding.  

 

Donations for this project have provided 

funding for a Graduate Assistant to  

contact interviewees, conduct  

interviews and make them available to 

researchers.  

 

Financial donations are greatly  

appreciated but not required to  

participate.  We are most interested in 

collecting the Wilson Campus School 

story from as many individuals as  

possible.  


